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full calendar available at www.portlandk12.org 

Updated District Parent Calendar 2020-2021 

 

Thursday, October 8th - Virtual ½ Day of School 

Friday, October 9th - No School 

Tuesday, October 13th - Picture Retake Day (7:30-10:30AM) 

Wednesday, October 14th - Virtual Day 

           October 14th - SAT (optional, please sign up with Ms. Patterson or Ms. Edlund) 

           October 14th - Josten’s Senior Order Deadline 

Wednesday, October 21st - Virtual Day 

Friday, October 23 ½ Day- End of 1st Marking Period 

Wednesday, October 28th -Virtual Day  

 

 

Important Dates 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SPstyuk16Q7tlyP_OHyK-WsHcBsocsS5/view


 

 

 

 

Hello Raider Students and Families -  

 

As the weeks continue on, I am increasingly proud of the way that Portland Public Schools and PHS 

has returned to school this year. Teachers are working, both virtually and in-person, to help make the 

school year as meaningful as possible, while also caring for all students. When I walk the halls, it’s 

great to see teachers and students laughing together and having fun while learning. I get to see 

relationships being built with our new students and freshmen. Seniors are able to have some of their 

“senior year” experiences, even though things look so very different.  

 

While we all work together to provide education to all students in our care, we know there are about 

20% of our students who receive their education from their homes. The team is dedicated to providing 

PHS-created content to our virtual students. This lift has been incredible, as our teachers are rapidly 

learning how to develop and deliver online content. Thank you to all virtual families as you work with 

us through this year. We continue to learn and grow in the ways that we can support our virtual 

students. Thank you, teachers, for your dedication and passion for all students. 

 

Raider families, last but not least, I want to thank you for your kindness, support, and 

encouragement. When you reach out to us, even if it is to ask questions or share concerns, your 

kindness shines through. The strength of the Portland community shows in the ways that you are all 

with us through this year. We appreciate all of your commitment and dedication to your students and 

to the school district, as a whole.  

 

Thank you for trusting us with your children this year. Here’s to a wonderful October! 

 

 

 

Educationally Yours,  

 

Mrs. Jamie DeWitt 

 

Principal 

Portland High School  

  



 

 
If your student is going to be late or absent to school please call the office at (517)647-2981 or email 

ejensen@portlandk12.org. Please leave a voicemail if you do not reach someone. If you are unable to 

call, please send in a note (especially for appointments) within 24 hours with your student. Also, if 

your student has a doctor or dentist appointment, it is always helpful to get the “school excuse” note 
from their office. They should drop these items off in the attendance office.  
 

If a student arrives at school after 7:30 a.m. they must come through the main office by the flagpole. If 

you are coming to pick your student up during the school day you will need to use the main entrance 

by the flagpole. We currently cannot allow visitors in the building due to state restrictions. Please call 

the office ((517)647-2981) when you have arrived and we will send your student out to you.  

 

 
 
 

 

PHS picture retakes are on October 13th from 7:30-10:30AM at the high school. If you are a virtual 

student, you are welcome to come and take your picture at any point in the morning. Please contact 

the main office if you have any questions.  

 

  

PHS Attendance 

 Virtual students, while it’s not needed to call the office if you are ill, it is recommended that you 
contact your teachers. This is especially important if you are not able to work on your classes 
because of an illness, surgery, etc. This way, your teachers are aware if you will not be turning 
in work that day. Thank you! 

Portland High School Picture Retake Day 

 Virtual students can come get their picture taken from 7:30-10:30 AM on October 13th. Please 
come check in through the main office and you will be directed where to go! Please call the 
office with any questions.  

mailto:ejensen@portlandk12.org


 

For your records, our A/B day calendar has been updated to reflect the virtual days. If you have this 

printed, you may want to print a new copy.  

 

PHS Monthly A/B Calendar 
 

 
 
 

 
  

Updated A/B Calendar 

 Virtual students, we recommend that you follow the A/B calendar for your classes! This is a 
helpful tip as you manage the workload across all of your classes.  
A days: Hours 1-3 
B days: Hours 4-6 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sHsrn-rgxE-Wun3QUgQPqZwa8U7ifQOnSO5-x9sJHss/edit


 

 

The goal for this fall’s conferences is to make connections with all of our families. At PHS, every 

student is assigned a Cadre teacher who is responsible for building relationships with kids and 

checking in with them on a weekly basis. We are going to lean into this role to provide families with a 

home-school contact for every student.  

 

Teachers will be calling their Cadre student families over the next few weeks. By the 8th, every PHS 

student will have a phone call check-in with their parent/guardian. While the Cadre teacher may not 

know every detail about every class, this person does spend 30 minutes with your student every day. 

They can talk to you, in general, about your student and how school seems to be going for them.  

 

If you get a phone call and miss it, we’d love a call back or an email back to know that you were able to 

get the message.  

 

In addition, PHS is working to increase the ways that families are connected to student progress. Stay 

tuned for access to Brightspace Parent Portal information. Skyward remains the place that you are 

able to stay connected to student grades and attendance. PHS now sends weekly updates to parent/ 

guardian email addresses. If you do not see these updates, please contact the main office.  

 

 
 

 

● If your student does not know their Google login or Brightspace login  

○  Contact their Cadre teacher  

● If your student does not know their Skyward login 

○ Contact any main office staff member, Mrs. Blaschka, Mrs. Jensen, Mr. Sheppard  

● If you have any tech questions 

○ Contact Mr. Sheppard or Mrs. DeWitt 

 

 

Parent - Teacher Conferences 2020 

 Virtual students are still assigned a Cadre teacher. This means that every virtual student will be 
getting home contacts as well. Please contact us if you have any questions! 

Login Assistance and Tech Help 

 If you are a virtual family, we are here for you whenever you have questions. If you have 
questions for specific courses, please reach out to the teachers. If you’d like help with 
Brightspace, navigation, or overall questions, please contact Mrs. DeWitt 
(jdewitt@portlandk12.org) or Mr. Sheppard (dsheppard@portlandk12.org) 

mailto:jdewitt@portlandk12.org
mailto:dsheppard@portlandk12.org


 

Jason Haid, Post Secondary Coordinator 

 

All students who plan on taking a dual enrollment class next semester need to sign up in advance for 

the meeting in Mr. Haid's office. The meetings will be on Tuesday, October 13th for 9th/12th grade 

and Friday, October 16th for 10th/11th grade. The start time for both meetings is 7:30am. The 

location for the meeting will be announced after sign ups. You must sign up before Friday, October 

9th or you will not be able to attend the meeting! Virtual students-Your meeting will take place on 

Wednesday, October 14th at 10am. Please check your email for the sign up process. If you have any 

questions, contact Mr. Haid.  

 

 

● Deadline for Senior Pictures is Friday November 20th! Click Here for the details 

● October 1: FASFA window opens (see below) 

● Check out the senior checklist to keep yourself informed and on track through this year! 

● Josten’s Information was sent to your email. Please see Mrs. Blaschka if you have questions. 

ORDER DEADLINE: October 14, 2020. Complete your Order Here. 
 

 

Dual Enrollment Meetings 

 If you are a virtual student who wants to learn more about Dual Enrollment classes for next 
semester, please watch for the email from Mr. Haid.  
Your virtual meeting will be at Wednesday Oct 14 at 10am.  

Senior Class Information - Class of 2021!  

This document contains live links to a range of resources such as a YouTube "playlist" for 

guidance on filling out the FAFSA, links to free websites to use for scholarship searches, as well 

as a link for students interested in the military. 

 

OCTOBER 1: FAFSA window opens 

We want as many seniors as possible to apply for the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal 

Student Aid) whether you're going to a 2- or 4-year college, trade school, or are yet undecided. 

Submitting the FAFSA is the foundation upon which receiving any kind of financial aid for your 

education is built. This MUST be submitted for nearly any type of aid consideration. Also, 

although the window for applying is October 1-March 1, some financial aid is given on a first 

come, first-served basis. Therefore, the sooner you apply, the better. 

 

Please email me or schedule an appointment or if you have any questions. 

(https://edlund.youcanbook.me/) 

 Virtual students should still be completing the FAFSA to prepare for post-secondary 
experiences. Please book a time with Ms. Edlund if you’d like to meet virtually about FAFSA 
https://edlund.youcanbook.me/  
Don’t forget to order your cap and gown! Order Here 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1S6_pdp35yIHJUx-UCDqC_dI1Engh-FEiP8m_sKk-RoY/edit?ts=5f74940a
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RtshGuzueZHyagMrppK895jtcIcDLUEk/view?usp=sharing
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/5I3TspvqFLjj8QPg3pTaDQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRhU2-aP0RJaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuam9zdGVucy5jb20vYXBwcy9zdG9yZS9jdXN0b21lci8xMDYzNTE3L1BvcnRsYW5kLUhpZ2gtU2Nob29sL1cHc2Nob29sbUIKAEYaPHJf2Du5RVIXamRld2l0dEBwb3J0bGFuZGsxMi5vcmdYBAAAAAE~
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kDAAyzHMStqZL1C9wLxZzyrTC4zMML7n17kOcFi4Rjk/edit
https://edlund.youcanbook.me/
https://edlund.youcanbook.me/
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/5I3TspvqFLjj8QPg3pTaDQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRhU2-aP0RJaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuam9zdGVucy5jb20vYXBwcy9zdG9yZS9jdXN0b21lci8xMDYzNTE3L1BvcnRsYW5kLUhpZ2gtU2Nob29sL1cHc2Nob29sbUIKAEYaPHJf2Du5RVIXamRld2l0dEBwb3J0bGFuZGsxMi5vcmdYBAAAAAE~


 

 
Paige Patterson, (grades 9, 11), Brenda Edlund (grades 10, 12) 

 

● Junior year is the time to start visiting colleges - virtually and in-person - to narrow down your 

college choices. This document outlines which colleges are giving virtual and in-person tours! 

● Ms. Patterson has set up 2 Remind accounts. Remind is a program that sends subscribers short 

text messages with "Reminders" about what is happening at school. There is a Remind group 

set up for our Virtual students - text 81010 and put @e2c3ka in the message field to join that 

group. The other group is for 11th graders. Text 81010 and put @3dk7d9 in the message field to 

join that group. Parents are welcome to join Remind groups, too! 

● If you have a junior or senior student who would like to take the PSAT/NMSQT (11th graders) 

or the SAT (12th graders) on October 14th, here at PHS, for no cost, please let Ms. Edlund or 

Ms. Patterson know. bedlund@portlandk12.org or ppatterson@portlandk12.org are our email 

addresses. More detailed information regarding these tests was sent via email to students. 

● We are beginning to set up virtual college admissions representative visits! Ms. Patterson sent 

an email to all 11th and 12th graders with the links to our first five college rep visits. These are 

Zoom meetings set up with college admission representatives for our students to learn more 

about individual college admissions requirements and to be able to ask questions. 

 

Social-Emotional Health 

In this exceptionally unique year, we all need to take care of ourselves and others. Here are a few 

resources to support you. We are always here to help if you need anything, or just want to talk. 

● Michigan Virtual - Michigan Cares Portal 

● Portland Public Schools - Social Emotional Support Website 

 

 

  

Counselors’ Corner 

 Virtual students - text 81010 and put @e2c3ka to join the virtual Remind group. You can also 
still schedule virtual times with your counselors through the following links 
Ms. Edlund: https://edlund.youcanbook.me/  
Ms. Patterson: https://ppatterson.youcanbook.me/  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/13AN7NgDfU04DPo3RWYFN1SnRz7a38tE7/view?usp=sharing
https://michiganvirtual.org/sel/michigan-cares/?utm_campaign=Michigan%20Cares%20Portal&utm_source=Press&utm_medium=press
https://sites.google.com/portlandk12.org/mentalhealth/home
https://edlund.youcanbook.me/
https://ppatterson.youcanbook.me/


 

 
Mr. Kevin Veale, Athletic Director 

 

● PHS Athletics YouTube 

Part of the bond construction all along was getting wireless internet added to the stadium.  This 

is what we are still waiting for and what the construction crew has been working on the last two 

weeks.  We are close but still probably not likely that it will be done by Friday's home game vs. 

Lansing Catholic.  In the meantime however, it is possible to be able to stream using a mobile 

device but we could use your help!  If we can get up to 1,000 people to subscribe to the 

YouTube channel, we will be able to stream with any mobile device and be able to stream 

immediately!  This will also allow us to stream from anywhere else on campus including soccer. 

So please go to this link and subscribe to our YouTube channel. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCEpBeXjJK4xW8Le-KaXcRlw   

 

Without 1000 subscribers, we are limited to streams that originate at a computer, making the 

number of events we can do much more limited (depending on infrastructure, could be limited 

to just the Varsity football game against Pennfield).  

 

This Friday's game vs LC IS GOING TO BE ON 730 AM however, so you can at least listen to 

the game live.  We appreciate your patience! 

 

● Please wear your mask - for the kids 

In these uncertain times where nothing seems consistent, I wanted to send a communication to 

the community about the impact this has had on our athletic programs and the rules that have 

been implemented as a result of the so unprecedented pandemic.  One thing that seems 

consistent is that none of us like COVID; none of us like wearing a mask; none of us think that 

this is an ideal situation.  None of us, including school officials, have had any input  on any of 

the rules or executive orders.  We just know that it is our responsibility as servants to the 

community to enforce and administer the rules, even though it’s not always fun.  There are 

many varying opinions on COVID 19 and all that has gone with it and no matter where you 

stand on all of the facts and opinions on this situation, we all can agree that wearing masks will 

definitely significantly slow the spread of ANY virus.  That is just a fact. It is also a fact that if 

we as a school or community have an outbreak, it could end all of our kids' events immediately 

and with no warning. This is a day to day scenario.  So, we are asking that no matter how you 

feel about the mask rule, you please do it for the kids. We are also asking that we adhere to the 

rules about spectators (two per player). I know it must be hard not to be able to see your kids at 

work when you’ve likely sacrificed so much of your time to get them to practice and 

extracurricular activities. I know that because my own kids play sports and I relish the ability 

to watch their hard work in action. However, I have to remember these are their events after 

all; their memories, their experiences, their very limited chance to take part in organized, 

formal athletic events.  I know as a former high school athlete how disappointed I would be to 

Athletic Update 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCEpBeXjJK4xW8Le-KaXcRlw


have my season, that I worked so hard for, taken away…it could all be gone in a minute.  Let’s 

all do our part for them and practice what we know can help prevent that sudden ending.  

 

The Portland Athletic Office prides itself on doing things the right way, following all the rules 

and regulations while still putting very competitive teams on all of the playing surfaces.  We 

hold ourselves accountable and hope that we are an example to other schools to follow suit. 

Winning the right way makes winning that much sweeter. Wearing a mask and limiting 

spectators has become the rules for the time being.  Let's show our Raider Pride and show 

everyone, especially our kids who we are being an example for, that we can follow the rules and 

still be the best we can be!  Thank you in advance for being part of the solution and not part of 

the problem.  Go Raiders!  

 

 
Hello Class of 2024!  

 

I'm your class advisor for the next four years!  Our goal is to try and raise between $500-$750 a  year 

in fundraising to go towards your Junior Prom that you will put on for the senior class. 

 

We have a great opportunity to raise over $400 just volunteering at the recycling in town on this 

Sunday, September 27 (1- 3 pm) and Saturday and Sunday October 24-25 from (8:00 am - 5:00 pm). 

What we need is at least 2 people working a 1 to 2 hour shift. So pick a friend and help your class out. 

The job entails directing the people driving in on which bin to put their recycling and tally off the 

number of cars that participate. 

 

We can do this!  Looking forward to hearing from you! Please respond to this email and with a date 

and time and I will add you to our Recycling Sheet.  It can be you and your best friend, a family 

member, or a small group of you. 

 

Thank you so much!  

Mrs.Goeckel 

kgoeckel@portlandk12.org 

  

Class of 2024 Fundraising 



 

 

WE'RE OFF!  The 2020-21 school year has begun and the yearbook staff is busy making plans for this 

year's book.   The typical school activities and events that we have traditionally covered may not occur 

in the same manner as they have in the past. We are working hard to make and provide a quality 

yearbook that will document this historical time!  This year does look different and YES the book will 

look different!  IT WILL BE GREAT!  

 

If you have photos that you would like to submit for consideration in this year's publication - please 

send your photos using the app: Balfour Image Share, project: 174232.  

The yearbook staff  appreciates your support.  Yearbook ordering details will be sent out soon! 

 

2021 Portland HS Yearbook 

Tier 1: 09/16/2020 - 06/30/2021               $65.00 

 

PHS Personalization Package 

Tier 1 :09/16/2020 - 03/05/2021               $75.00 

Nameplate                                                        $5.00 

Icons (up to 2)                                                 $5.00 each 

 

 

  

Yearbook Information 

 Virtual students - you can still participate in the yearbook this year! Download the “Balfour 
Image Share” app. Our project number is 174232.  
You can share images with the Yearbook team this way! 



 

 

 

Yearbook: Digitally Submit Your Homecoming Pictures 



 
If students have a cell phone (or parents), the Adobe Scan App may be a good way to turn in work that 

you complete on paper. Click to view this video.  
 

 

 

  

Raider Tech Tip: Adobe Scan App 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1XLUoO4k7XUBZWEaCa9Ds6uXjXSHFY_r88HI8eVfyQGg/edit#slide=id.g713cd55592_0_21
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1XLUoO4k7XUBZWEaCa9Ds6uXjXSHFY_r88HI8eVfyQGg/edit#slide=id.g713cd55592_0_21


 

 

October State Testing (SAT / PSAT) 



 

 

Portland PTO Adopt a Teacher 



 

 
 

 

Free GVSU Tutoring 



 

 

 

 
  

Free Winter Coat Giveaway - PCFA Coat Drive 



 

 

 

Discover Field Hockey Day 


